`

BIRMINGHAM GROTTO

NEWSLETTER

September 2015
VOLUME 45 NUMBER 9

Birmingham Grotto Newsletter

BGN Calendar Details at meeting and on egroup
Sep 12‐13

Manitou Cave cleanup, Greg Brecht or egroup for more information.

Sep 18‐20

Grotto trip: Snail Shell, caving on the 19th. See egroup or Ray Merrill for details.

Sep 19‐20

TAG Work Weekend

Sep 26‐27

Manitou Cave cleanup, Greg Brecht or egroup for more information.

Birmingham
Grotto Officers
President
Alan Cook, NSS 34617
Vice‐President
Ray Merrill, NSS 5 63940
(205) 478‐7701

th

Oct 8‐11

38 TAG Fall Cave, details at http://tagfallcavein.org/.

Oct 13

2nd Tues Grotto Meeting 7pm, Ruffner Mtn Nature Center, 1214 81st St. S. 35206.

July 17‐23,
2016

75th NSS Convention, Ely, NV, see http://nss2016.caves.org for more info.

Secretary
Bradley Jones, NSS 63915
nss63915@ gmail.com
Treasurer & Member List
Lindsey Bean, NSS 65520
lindseyb1024@ yahoo.com
205‐913‐1650

Disclaimer
Caving trips are led by volunteers. No Grotto committee reviews any trip leader’s
qualifications. New cavers should inquire about the nature of the trip and the experience
of the leader in advance. Those participating in the trips should be aware of their limits.
On vertical trips all participants are expected to supply their own gear and be
knowledgeable about rigging and safe practices.

Immediate Past President
(Executive Committee Member)
Fennigan Spencer, NSS 61677

Birmingham On‐Line!
Find us on Facebook,
CaveChat or
www.bhamgrotto.org

On the cover...
Juan Santiago descending Whiteside Mountain
(Sharon Clayton)

Newsletter Staff
The Birmingham Grotto Newsletter is published twelve times a year by the Birmingham
Grotto, Inc., of the National Speleological Society, Inc. Other NSS Internal Organizations
may reprint material provided credit is given to this publication and the author.
Annual dues are $15.00 per individual and $20.00 per family, which is payable on
st
October 1 . Dues are prorated for anyone joining during the year. The subscription rate
is $15.00 per year. The Birmingham Grotto will exchange publications with other NSS
Grottos. Exchange newsletters should be sent to:
Birmingham Grotto
P.O. Box 59607
Birmingham, AL 35259
Articles, Trip Reports, Graphics, Poetry, and any other speleo‐related material should be
sent to the Editors via the email address given. Submissions via email should be directed
th
to: editor@ bhamgrotto.org. The deadline for publication is the 27 of the month;
however, the Newsletter is limited to 12 pages per month and material may be held for
future issues.

Editors
Dave Howell, NSS13926 FE
& Valerie Howell, NSS 18128 FE
vdshowell@ yahoo.com
(205) 591‐5127
September Proofreader
Shay Howell, NSS 41185
Archivist
David Caudle, NSS 13995 FE
olecaveman@ gmail.com
Conservation
David McRae, NSS 51358
dirtydavesmcrae@ gmail.com
Webmaster
Jeff Harrod, NSS 37101
webmaster@ bhamgrotto.org

More About Caves and Caving
National Speleological Society
The Birmingham Grotto recommends that all grotto members consider joining our
parent organization. More info can be found at http://www.caves.org/
Southeastern Cave Conservancy, Inc.
The SCCi is a wonderful organization led by cavers for cavers which purchases and
protects caves with reasonable management. Find out more at http://www.scci.org/
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Prefer Paperless?
Grotto newsletter e‐subscriptions are
now available on request. Just let the
Treasurer and Editors know, confirm
your email, and you can get the next
issue, in color, before the meeting.
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Birmingham Grotto Meeting Minutes
August 11, 2015
Visitors
Joe Messervy, Annette Reynolds, Caitlin Greene, Ladonna Smith,
Kimberly McNutt, Steve Warren, Chris Davis, Shelly Thomason

New Members
Joe Messervy, Caitlin Greene, and Kimberly McNutt

Minutes
July 14, 2015 Meeting Minutes were accepted.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Lindsey Bean reported the following activities on the grotto
account since the last meeting
Beginning Balance:
$3785.95
Income:
Dues
$20.00
2015 Grotto Auction
$ 3.00
Total Income:
+$23.00
Expenses:
Postage
$49.00
Reimbursement Sinking Cove
meal (Fenn Spencer)
$50.00
Reimbursement Sinking Cove
rescues (Allan Bullen)
$50.00
Total Expenses:
‐$149.00
Ending Balance:
$3659.95
Unpaid 2015 Auction Debts
Barry Skelton $35

Eric Howell $11

Brian Freeman $49

Jeff Harrod $62.75

Chris Leggett $8.50

Kim Tubbs $3.00

Clay Challendar $40.50

Gladdens $45.50

Cobbs $39.75

Teresa Barnett $15.00

Announcements

please reach out to Lindsey Bean and/or bring some $ to the next grotto
meeting.
Wanting to join or renew your grotto membership? If so you can send
payment to PayPal account, bhamgrotto@gmail.com. You may also still
mail in a check to P.O. Box 59607, Birmingham, AL 35259 or hand deliver
to the treasurer, Lindsey Bean, at the next meeting. $15 Single/$20
Family. Add $1 if paying by PayPal to cover convenience fees. Once paid
you will receive or continue receiving the award winning newsletter and
access to the Yahoo group for latest date on caving trips.
Old Business
Bryant Mountain – Issues with the gate locking mechanism is being
investigated

New Business
Gene Lambert property is rumored to have been sold. The future of the
site will be a quarry. It is currently unknown how much of the cave or
other caves will be destroyed so the sooner this can be investigated the
better.

Grotto Trips
8/22/15 Guffey Horizontal Trip.

Trip Reports
David and Edna Caudle returned from their gazillion mile road trip to
Alaska and back and David also visited Lava River Cave in Arizona on an
11 National Park sprint with his brothers.
Tim Harris visited McBrides with Lindsey Bean, Daniel Wood, Ray
Merrill, Juan Santiago, Chris Garrison, Dave McRae, and Stephen and
Joseph Darwin, Tumbling Rock with Juan Santiago, Ray Merrill,
Cemetery Pit with Hazard, Juan Santiago, Ray Merrill and Graves with
Juan Santiago, Ray Merrill and a group of cavers from Huntsville Grotto
consisting of Eric Silkowski, Robby Renz, Nathan McDaniel, Bo Hatch,
Will Harvey, and Lauren Pence.
Chris Garrison visited Byers with Daniel and Martha Wood, and Stephen
Darwin.

08/27/15 – Catering Event

Judy Ranelli went to 2015 NSS Convention in Missouri with Dave &
Valerie Howell, Andy Zerbe, Gary Barnes, Aaron Atz, and Danny & Donna
Cobb, Carroll Cave, Tunnel and Railroad Cave, paddled Gasconade River
with the Cobbs, the Howells, and Angela Morgan, and visited Roubidoux
Springs.

08/29/15 – NSS Work Weekend

Annette Reynolds visited Tumbling Rock with Jay Clark.

08/29/15 – Grotto Splash @ Talladega Resort

Cassie Perry and Alan Cook did a horizontal thru trip at Sinking Cove
from Camp to Wolf entrance and saw 2 rattlesnakes while on the
property.

08/15/15 – Tumbling Rock. Brandon Smith is leading Sierra Club group
consisting of 16 people and is looking for volunteers to help lead.
08/15/15 – NSS Work Weekend

09/04/15 – Sewanee Cave Fest 4th‐7th at Cavers Paradise. Bring item
for auction and dish for Sat night dinner. $5 to camp all weekend.
rowland7840@bellsouth.net for more info. Fennigan is working gate
security if anyone wants to help out.
09/19/15 – Snail Shell Weekend
09/19/15 – TAG work Weekend.
10/08/15 – TAG weekend 8th‐11th.
Fennigan announced Valerie Howell’s Fellowship Award at 2015 NSS
Convention. Congrats Valerie!
Laurence Breeland mentioned there was some dynamite going on near
Bangor. Does anyone know anything about this?

Gregory Brecht visited Graves with Caitlin Greene, Daniel Dippolito, and
Richard Sims.
Hazard visited Tumbling Rock with Kristine Ebray, Mudpuppy, Pryor
Spring, TN with Kristin Ebray, Troy Fuqua, Sue and made it back to the
mud sculpture room in Cemetery Pit with Cemetery crew.
Andy Zerbe did a 3 mile paddle trip at Missouri Convention and told
tales of spinning canoes and Gary Barnes in business meetings with car
and gear.
Bradley Jones visited Hering and Glover cave with Jennifer Potts and
Tylon Gibbs.
Want more detailed trip reports? I think we all do so write a trip report!

Annette Reynolds now has a contract on a 10 acre site including
Manitou Cave. The purchase is pending a much needed gate to deter
the increasing vandalism. She asked anyone willing to work on this to
contact her directly with hopes to get this completed by the end of
September.

Program

We have some T‐Shirts left that we need to sell. (1) Small Long Sleeve,
(1) Medium Long Sleeve, and (1) Medium Short Sleeve. If interested

Respectfully submitted,
Bradley Jones
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Caves (The Social Underground) video was shown.
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Grotto Trips
Photos by Aaron Atz, Sherrie Gladden, Tim Harris, Valerie Howell, Bradley Jones, Terri Leonard, Jennifer Potts
Thanks to Aaron Atz, Jennifer Potts, Tylon Gibbs, Cody Sharp, Lin Guy, Bill Torode and Bradley Jones, who visited 2 caves in need of clean up. A
full truck bed of trash was picked up in parking area, both entrances, and at the nearby church. They observed a graffiti wall in the cave and
headed up to mud and post Alabama Cave Law for future vandals. Upon visiting the wall, they found there were historical signatures. Some
unfortunately which were overwritten with modern day writings such as War Eagle, etc. They carefully mudded the modern day graffiti and
left the historic signatures as best they could. There was still some white paint that was not removed but they hope to take care of that on a
future visit. They found the sand crawl, bone room and another historic room that luckily the modern day vandals had mostly left alone.

“Hard to tell
but below
Aaron here is
a 30' pit and
above him and
around the
corner is a 40'
shaft going
up.”
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Whiteside Mountain

“Huge thanks to Bham Grotto for
making the Lakeshore event an
overwhelming success. We got
super reviews from the heads of
facility and W himself. “
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Sinking Cove July 31-August 2, 2015
By Alan Cook NSS 34617
Cassie and I arranged to go camp at Sinking Cove arriving Friday
night about 10pm; we backed into the best campsite there, next to the
stream in the cool air from the cave. We made a fire, ate some dinner,
and just enjoyed the peaceful night.
Saturday morning after breakfast, we cut the grass, raked, and
cleaned up the campground. While hanging out near the water an OHV
side by side rode up. We talked about the trails on the mountains,
riding, caving, and camping. Before the guy left he said there was a
rattlesnake over by the crossing into the cornfield. We thanked him for
telling us, grabbed our cameras, and headed that way. Oh yeah, there
was a huge rattlesnake stretched out just chilling. It was a little over 5
feet in length sporting about 12 rattles. It slowly eased off in the
opposite direction from our campsite after we finished taking its picture.
We then geared up for some caving and headed to the large
entrance #1. In the crawl passages to the right I found a large lock blade
pocketknife, it looked like something you would find in the back alley in
Detroit. We came out at entrance #2, the swim entrance, and decided to
walk back to the truck and get some snacks before we went back in for
some more caving. While on the trail at the area where there are some
switch backs going down to campground, I heard rattling and quickly
told Cassie to back up. I couldn’t see anything but you could sure hear it.
Looking closer I saw a leaf moving on a bush and knew where the tail

was, then Cassie saw the head. I told her to keep an eye on it while I ran
back to the cave for my camera. This snake was a good 4 feet long and
headed up the mountain away from the campsite. Wow 2 timber
rattlers within 2 hours! Now back to caving, we went in the bypass
entrance and did not swim in, we planned to just take some pictures,
and cave for just a couple of hours. Cassie decided we should go out the
waterfall entrance so off we headed. As most of you know the cave has
large walking passages with water running, a little crawling, and a large
breakdown section where you are climbing up, over, down and around
everything to get through it. We took our time and enjoyed the cave,
spotting several Tennessee cave salamanders, Cassie’s first time to see
them. Going through the cave this way seems to be harder trip to me,
once out you then have a long walk back to camp. We spent 5 hours in
the cave and made it back to camp about 7:30pm. I brought firewood
from home and we almost burned it all. It was a nice evening and the
moon was bright and full.
We got up Sunday and left the Cove about 10am, once we got cell
service we contacted Ray and let him know we were headed home. Also
contacted Buddy Lane and let him know we were out and the camp area
was looking good. All in all we had a great weekend at the Cove with
excellent weather, lots of exploring and a few rattlesnakes we left
behind.

Photos by Alan Cook and Cassie Perry
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Little Oak
By Bradley Jones NSS 36915
David Frings, one of my professors from Samford University,
had told me of a cave near Oak Mountain that he visited in the early
80s. On Thursday 10/16/14 I attempted to locate it based on a topo
pin he had given me. I stumbled upon more karst than I had
expected in this area and found a couple of possibilities. I did not
think either were what he mentioned, so he offered to check it with
me on Friday to confirm if either was the one he remembered.
Friday now and Jennifer Potts who worked close by met us for
lunch. Well not really lunch so to speak but it was how I had chosen
to spend my lunch break. Who can't skip Sneaky Pete's for days like
this one? David started ascending and telling me hadn't been there
in many many years and it may take a moment. I said how about I
take you to the spot I found and see if it is one and the same. As
soon as we got there he said he was pretty sure this was it and he

described from memory what it did once we went inside. Being as
warm as it was, he asked us to check for snakes. He has found many
a rattlesnake den in the area so I checked slightly better than I
normally do and then we went in.
The entrance room was much larger than I would have
imagined. You could easily tell from outside the entrance that all the
water washed into this cave. His description nailed what we saw and
I was shocked to find it had much more passage than expected.
Jennifer and I pushed all but one upper lead and guesstimated it to
have approximately 280' of passage. I told him I would submit it to
ACS and he could name it. As such he named it Little Oak after the
type of Limestone in the area. Some nice formations and a few bats
were observed.

Jennifer Potts
(Bradley Jones)
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News & Notes
Dave Howell
*** September, as always, brings us the first
hints of the segue from summer to fall: the
summer heat eases, the elms take on the
silvery look that heralds an impending season
change, and there is just something subtly and
elusively different about the air. And of course
there are the social signs, the back to school
sales, the "slow down" warning lights again
flashing at school zones, etc. For cavers,
September is usually a good month to visit
those wet caves whose water levels are low
following the normally dry months of July and
August. But not this year – the wet summer
we've had means that many in‐cave water
levels will be higher than you might expect,
and the quick‐change weather events of late
might lead to unexpected flash flooding, so
take care in your underground ventures and
return to cave again another day.
*** A Quikbreak news item: the Grotto trip to
GUFFEY CAVE last month discovered that the
property on which the entrance lies is for sale:
100 acres of lovely deciduous forest that the
owner (yes, the gentleman from whom you
get the key for trips into Guffey) says he will
not subdivide, he'll either "sell it all, or won't
sell." Anyone care to propose a deal, buy the
land and negotiate a sale of the entrance and
access to it, which would probably be

Birmingham Grotto Newsletter
P.O. Box 59607
Birmingham, AL 35259
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

something in the range of 6‐10 acres, to the
SCCi? Could be sweet, seems to me.
*** Another thing the Grotto trip discovered is
that the GUFFEY CAVE GATE, installed some
years ago to replace an older inoperative gate,
is in disrepair. Although it is still capable of
being locked, between the broken hinge and
other problems it is no longer as secure as it
should be. We offered the Grotto's help in
repairing or redesigning and replacing the
gate, but no definite answer has been
forthcoming as of this writing. Might this be
the next Grotto gating project?
*** Don't know about you, but I am more than
ready for some good news about bats, and
here it is: On August 25 KEITH HUDSON,
retired biologist with the Alabama Wildlife and
Freshwater Fisheries Division, did a bat count
at ANDERSON CAVE of 8,478 endangered gray
bats emerging from the main entrance,
marking an increase in the bat population in
this cave. Yay! A big thank you! to the SCCi for
its management of Anderson, which has been
a major factor in this increase. Because
Anderson is a maternity colony and young gray
bats are particularly vulnerable to injury
resulting from human visitation, Anderson is
closed to recreational caving from March 1 to
October 31, but may, with the proper permits,

be visited the remainder of the year.
*** I hear that the catering event arranged by
ALLAN BULLEN at the Lakeshore Rehab Facility
when former President George W. Bush was in
town was a great success. The quality of the
dinner was complimented by all who partook
thereof, including Dubya himself. The Grotto's
thanks go to the 13 Grotto members who
volunteered to work this event, resulting in a
nice addition to our treasury.
*** During Restaurant Week recently
sponsored by the Alabama Tourism
Department, the Lil Richman Poboy offered by
RANELLI'S DELI was listed as one of 100 dishes
to eat in Alabama before you die. (Yes, that's
Ranelli's as in Danger Judy, if you didn't
already know.) To Ranelli's, congratulations!
To readers of this column, guten Appetit.
*** Remember that huge explosion that
happened early last month at a warehouse in
Tianjin, China? Well, it seems that early
responding fire crews might actually have
exacerbated the conflagration by pumping
water onto the fire, as the warehouse was
later determined to have contained, among
other things, calcium carbide. Gawd! That was
probably the biggest carbide bomb the world
has ever seen.

