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BGN Calendar Details at meeting and on egroup

Birmingham
Grotto Officers

Nov 14

Grotto trip: Anvil Cave. See Ray Merrill or egroup for details

Nov 14-15

NSS HQ work weekend – contact Maureen Handler for details

Dec 5-6

NSS HQ work weekend – contact Maureen Handler for details

Dec 8

2nd Tues Grotto Meeting 7pm, Ruffner Mtn Nature Center, 1214 81st St. S. 35206.
**ELECTIONS** Only paid members can run for office/vote
TENTATIVE Grotto Trip Johnsons Crook, permit request pending. Ray Merrill or egroup
for details when available.
NSS HQ work weekend – contact Maureen Handler for details

Dec 14
Dec 19-20

President
Alan Cook, NSS 34617

th

July 17-23, 75 NSS Convention, Ely, NV, see http://nss2016.caves.org for more info.
2016
Have items for the calendar? Just let us know - Editors

Vice-President
Ray Merrill, NSS 5 63940
(205) 478-7701
Secretary
Bradley Jones, NSS 63915
nss63915@ gmail.com
Treasurer & Member List
Lindsey Bean, NSS 65520
lindseyb1024@ yahoo.com
205-913-1650
Immediate Past President
(Executive Committee Member)
Fennigan Spencer, NSS 61677

Disclaimer
Caving trips are led by volunteers. No Grotto committee reviews any trip leader’s
qualifications. New cavers should inquire about the nature of the trip and the
experience of the leader in advance. Those participating in the trips should be aware of
their limits. On vertical trips all participants are expected to supply their own gear and
be knowledgeable about rigging and safe practices.

Birmingham On-Line!
Find us on Facebook,
CaveChat or
www.bhamgrotto.org

On the cover...

Venture Scout 216 trip
(Fennigan Spencer)

Newsletter Staff

The Birmingham Grotto Newsletter is published twelve times a year by the Birmingham
Grotto, Inc., of the National Speleological Society, Inc. Other NSS Internal Organizations
may reprint material provided credit is given to this publication and the author.
Annual dues are $15.00 per individual and $20.00 per family, which is payable on
October 1st. Dues are prorated for anyone joining during the year. The subscription rate
is $15.00 per year. The Birmingham Grotto will exchange publications with other NSS
Grottos. Exchange newsletters should be sent to:
Birmingham Grotto
P.O. Box 59607
Birmingham, AL 35259
Articles, Trip Reports, Graphics, Poetry, and any other speleo-related material should be
sent to the Editors via the email address given. Submissions via email should be directed
th
to: editor@ bhamgrotto.org. The deadline for publication is the 27 of the month;
however, the Newsletter is limited to 12 pages per month and material may be held for
future issues.

Editors
Dave Howell, NSS13926 FE
& Valerie Howell, NSS 18128 FE
vdshowell@ yahoo.com
(205) 591-5127
Proofreaders
Will accept your corrections to the
posted version through the end of this
month-Eds.
Archivist
David Caudle, NSS 13995 FE
olecaveman@ gmail.com
Conservation
David McRae, NSS 51358
dirtydavesmcrae@ gmail.com
Webmaster
Jeff Harrod, NSS 37101
webmaster@ bhamgrotto.org

More About Caves and Caving
National Speleological Society
The Birmingham Grotto recommends that all grotto members consider joining our
parent organization. More info can be found at http://www.caves.org/
Southeastern Cave Conservancy, Inc.
The SCCi is a wonderful organization led by cavers for cavers which purchases and
protects caves with reasonable management. Find out more at http://www.scci.org/
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Prefer Paperless?

Grotto newsletter e-subscriptions are
now available on request. Just let the
Treasurer and Editors know, confirm
your email, and you can get the next
issue, in color, before the meeting.
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Birmingham Grotto Meeting Minutes
September 8, 2015

Visitors

New Business

James Rule, Jacquie Hosey, Joe Dye

Minutes

September 8, 2015 Meeting Minutes were accepted.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Lindsey Bean reported the following activities on the grotto
account since the last meeting
Beginning Balance:
$3,696.29
Income:
Dues
$280.00
Catering Event
$1,000.00
Donation
$2.13
Total Income:
+$1,282.13
Expenses (None , no checkbook)
0
Total Expenses:
-$0
Ending Balance:
$4,798.42
Unpaid 2015 Auction Debts
Barry Skelton $35

Eric Howell $11

Brian Freeman $49

Jeff Harrod $62.75

Chris Leggett $8.50

Gladdens $45.50

Clay Challendar $40.50

Teresa Barnett $15.00

Cobbs $39.75

Chris Garrison $47.00

Announcements

10/21/15 – Grotto trip to Atrox Factory. Egroup for details
10/24/15 – Venture Scouts caving trip
10/28/15 – Grotto trip to Sloss Fright Furnace. Egroup for details
10/31/15 – Halloween Party at the Caudles. egroup for details?
Annette Reynolds wanted to thank everyone who came out and helped
with the Manitou project.
Birmingham Grotto stickers are in. $3 for 3” and $2 for 2”. See Alan
Cook.
Guffey landowner is currently in talks with Kristen Bobo about installing
a new gate.
Rickwood Caverns is looking for off season manager to live on site when
the property is closed.
Scottsboro Mountain is now back open for user by cavers until the
property sells. If you are interested you can purchase the mountain for
$400k.
10/16/15 - Gary Barnes is making a trip to Sloans Valley if anyone is
interested in joining.
You may choose if you wish to begin receiving electronic copy of the
monthly newsletter via email pdf instead of snail mail and or meeting.
By opting for this you should get your copy moments before those at
the meeting and will also save the grotto some money on printing and
postage. If interested please let Valerie Howell know.

Gheorghe Ponta and Tamara Hughes are heading to Vietnam in
February 2016 for a project with Vietnam Institute of Geoscience. In
order to gain permission for the trip they need sponsorship from the
Birmingham Grotto. A motion was made and passed.
Discussion about forming of an event committee so that so much time
isn’t spent each meeting discussing this. If you are interested in forming
or being part of this committee let Fennigan know or voice at the next
meeting.
February Getaway – Start collecting items for the upcoming auction.
Dates were thrown around at the meeting and Fennigan to check rate
and to see if the chosen weekends, 2/20 & 2/27 would be available. Also
discussion was made for those interested in participating in auction to
have cash or check in hand to better remedy the collections process.
Grotto Fundraiser and or possibility of Annual event at NSS
Headquarters for New Years. Fennigan to check availability to determine
if this is something we could begin forming for 2016.

Grotto Trips

11/14/15 – Anvil Cave. Further details to be posted on egroup but will
require kayak or canoe to get to the entrance. If you don’t have a kayak
and are interested let Ray Merrill know as there may be some that have
an extra seat in their canoe.

Trip Reports

James Rule visited Iron Hoop and Gourdneck

Tim Harris visited Roaring River with Bruce White, Juan Santiago, Ray
Merrill, and Talley Ditch with Juan Santiago and Ray Merrill.
Ray Merrill visited Graves with Gary Barnes and NSS Vice President, Curt
Harler
Alan Cook and Cassie Perry visited Eufaula and camped out at Florence
Marina State Park.
Bradley Jones visited and cleaned up Tripoli with Chris Beard, Ariel Byrd,
and Scott Fee after landowner reached out to the both of us, cleaned up
Rockhouse, Copperhead, Little, Shelf, Shelf2, and Triangle with Brandon
Crawford Smith, Tim Harris, Ben Wanagat, currently working on a dig
project with Jennifer Potts to reenter an undisclosed long lost cave, and
went to further push some virgin leads in Marsh Mountain and Marsh
Mountain Sister Cave with Tim Harris and Juan Santiago.
Want more detailed trip reports? I think we all do so write a trip report!

Program
Dave McRae did a presentation showing what the grotto has been over
the past 10 years and Fennigan Spencer spoke on the future of the
grotto
Respectfully submitted,
Bradley Jones

Wanting to join or renew your grotto membership? If so you can send
payment to PayPal account, bhamgrotto@gmail.com. You may also still
mail in a check to P.O. Box 59607, Birmingham, AL 35259 or hand deliver
to the treasurer, Lindsey Bean, at the next meeting. $15 Single/$20
Family. Add $1 if paying by PayPal to cover convenience fees. Once paid
you will receive or continue receiving the award winning newsletter and
access to the Yahoo group for latest date on caving trips.

Old Business

Bryant Mountain – Access is still being investigated.
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Alabama Cave Crayfish(Cambarus jonesi)
taken with Olympus TG3 (Bradley Jones)
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Grotto in October
Photos by Bradley Jones, Edna Caudle, Susie Sanders Chiriando, Tim Harris, Jeff Harrod, Valerie Howell, Fenn Spencer
From TAG to Bridge Day to Halloween, with a cave trip or two in between

“My weekend at Bridge Day is officially over. A lot to be
thankful about and a big learning experience. Of course,
my appreciation to Harold Calvert and TinY Manke for
such a great opportunity. To the whole VBAtS team and of
course everyone else involved. See y'all soon.” - Juan
Sanchez, with Tim Harris, Dale Douglas and Ray Merrill

“After 23 years of waiting, Jeff Harrod finally had his name called at the
Saturday night TAG raffle. He won a sweet REI Half Dome 2 Plus backpacking
tent - and promptly handed it to me because he knew I needed one. Jeff
doesn't really go for this kind of public recognition but his kindness was
greatly appreciated” - Toby Kemp
“For all the help you've given me in those 23 years you deserve it buddy --(and having to leave Saturday to go to a laundry and dry your stuff after your
tent leaked was pretty sad ;p)” - Jeff Harrod
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Halloween
“The creative food items were wonderful and the lazer lights filling the forest with a million shooting stars was beautiful! Many thanks to the
Caudles for allowing use of their property for a great Halloween party! I love the "can do" spirit of cavers who never let a little rain stop them from
enjoying adventure or an evening of laughter and silliness.” - Leigh Dudrow
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TAG, Graves and TSA

By Curt Harler, Cleveland Grotto
The date is October 5, 2015 and I really, really hoped airport TSA
agents would open my suitcase. Full of wet caving gear from TAG, it had
that special “eau de sweaty cave mud” that only cave gear has. I was at
the Birmingham Airport late Sunday afternoon getting reading to catch
Delta Flight 1510 (The saying in TAG: "If you die and go to heaven, you
go through Atlanta").
Gary Barnes arranged a trip through Graves Cave in Blount County,
Alabama for me before I headed home from a recent NSS Executive
Committee meeting. Ray Merrill led the trip. I made the mistake of
asking Gary for a “sporting trip” to a TAG cave near Birmingham. Gary
and Ray chose Graves: two drops and one 15' climb up, all climbable (at
least for Ray); nice walking passage after squeezing through a most
impressive gate (see below); a belly crawl on the way in; large walking
passage; and a cherty stream crawl that included working your way up a
few waterfalls (including a 15' climb, easy for Ray, harder for me and
more difficult for Gary) on the back end of a loop trip. They promised I’d
be at the Birmingham airport by 4 PM or 4:30, or maybe before 5 PM
when my flight left.
Graves is a nice, well decorated cave…challenging but not easy or
excessively difficult. The entrance is in a sinkhole and one immediately
comes the first of the two drops, this one was easy enough (We did
however, rig a safety line which proved useful in my exit). But the first
truly awesome feature is the gate to Graves. There is no key. Rather,
local caver and tinkerer extraordinaire Dave McRae (NSS 51358)
designed a gate with chrome-molly bars that look like they belong on a
bank vault. The locking mechanism is built around a nine-inch long, halfinch bolt (measurements approximate) with a nut welded onto the
threaded end of the bolt. Put the bolt into the right hole at the gate,
turn it until the threaded end fits deep enough into another fitting up to
that nut, and pull the whole apparatus back. That releases the lower
bar, allowing it to slide out of the way and, Shazamm! You get entrance
to the cave.

Almost immediately, one encounters lots of pretties to see and
photograph. There are large flowstone walls, stalagmites, stalactites and
columns in mostly walking passage. After walking for several hundred
feet we crawled a couple of hundred feet and reached the second drop
which overlooked large walking passage. The drop was overhung and we
rigged another line which, for a first-timer in the cave like me, proved a
blessing. With your back to the 14-foot drop, one must step down and
then kneel on a narrow ledge and work left on your knees until it is
possible to continue a down-climb which is “all there” once you know
where the holds are. At first glance, I was tempted to dulfersitz it but,
with Ray’s and Gary’s advice, made it down readily. The last time Gary
was in the cave, the hold he was using had come off and he fell
backward to the floor. Luckily, his companions got more of a shock than
he did. He stood up, dusted himself off, and kept going.
After we did the drop Gary coiled the rope and generously offered
to let me carry it in my pack. We then went to the left and climbed
breakdown down to a small stream. We went upstream in the large
walking passage. Ray was forever scampering along to photograph the
next rimstone dam or column. Gary and I, meantime, found five pairs of
nice yellow caving gloves in various places. Ray claimed they were his
every time (and he had the bare hands to prove it). After 1,500 feet or
so we reached a beautiful formation area. Here due to time constraints
we turned around.
Beyond the second drop is a long, wet, cherty crawl (I was reminded
that I’d asked for “sporty” caving). We entered the crawl with Ray
muttering his disappointment on the low volume of flow in the stream.
Gary and I were quite satisfied with the water level as it was, thank you.
Truth be known, I was looking forward to a bit of a dunking. Graves Cave
is hot, even by local standards. Chill water would cool me down and add
interest to TSA’s white-glove suitcase inspection. High or low, there was
no avoiding the water however ... we faced an hour's
TAG, continued on page 66

There are no keyholes or Master locks on
the gate at Graves Cave (Curt Harler).
Curt pushes the crawl on the way to the second drop (Ray Merrill)

Ray admiring the formations in the large
walking passage (Curt Harler)
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TAG continued from page 65
worth of river crawl in a low, cherty stream passage.
The stream crawl was broken by several waterfalls, most just a
couple of feet high but each allowing us room to stand up and stretch.
The largest featured a pond under a 15 foot double-drop falls. Ray
scaled the 15' climb with the agility of a monkey and tied off webbing to
provide much needed assistance for Gary and me. I climbed up high on a
ledge above the falls and stretched across the pond. “This is either going
to end well or badly,” I commented, as I was splayed out from one wall
to another, eying a possible humiliating drop into the pool. But it ended
well. We eventually exited and climbed up from the stream and
connected to the entrance walking passage. (By the way, if the typing on
this article looks funny, it’s because I sprained a few fingers when I
plopped my hand into an unseen hole in the streambed. They still are
stiff.)
There were other issues. In the course of the trip, Gary somehow
managed to wreck two nearly new Princeton Tec lights and was working
on ruining his third when Ray and I threatened to leave him in the dark if
he did it again. Three proved the charm and a motivated Gary moved
swiftly up the passage.
As is typical, the up-climb of the entrance drop on the way out was
easier than my experience on entering, although Gary had some
difficulty making the squeeze above the drop. After three or four tries
he finally approached it with the proper body angle and squeezed
through with only minor damage to his outer garments.
After finishing a beer that Gary graciously brought along I stuffed
my soggy gear into several plastic bags – I wanted to be sure TSA got
multiple exposures to the full effect of ripe cave sox. Okay, so I’m not a
very nice person…you knew that already.
Out of the cave, I asked Gary to stop at a drug store so I could buy
Ben-Gay in the handy gallon jug size. Graves is a great cave to see. Firsttimers will appreciate three handlines. Everyone will appreciate knee
and elbow pads. Bring plenty of batteries for your camera. And, yes, I
made my flight...but as we were pushing back from the gate I saw an
ambulance on the tarmac and I’m pretty sure they were giving oxygen
to two TSA inspectors.

Facebook Finds
I had to share this bat photo and info, even though these coworkers
are more birders than caver. (They also attempted to save a bat that
flew into their room and tore a wing. Good people.)
Long-Tongued Bat, one
of 14 types in this
mountain valley (Asa
Wright Nature Center,
Trinidad) and 35 types on
the island.
His tongue can reach into
the (hummingbird
feeder) sugar water
reservoir.
(Julie/Ron Harvey)

And this from a creative 4 year old who may one day
become a caver:
Following in his big sister's footsteps, Miguel came up with
his own knock-knock joke. Unlike Alexa it isn't silly; it's a
serious knock-knock joke. Are you ready?
Miguel: Mama, this is going to be a serious joke.
Knock knock.
Brooke: Who's there?
Miguel: Bats....
Brooke:: Bats who?
Miguel: Bats are nocturnal.
Gary Barnes, NSS Secretary-Treasurer, makes his way
up the final climb out of Graves Cave (Curt Harler).
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News & Notes
Dave Howell

*** November, the 9th month of the ancient
Roman calendar, and the 11th month of the
Gregorian calendar, month of VETERANS DAY
as well as the American feast day
THANKSGIVING, but also the month of DIWALI,
the ancient Hindu festival of lights, celebrating
the triumph of good over evil. (Good over evil
– could that be the reason elections of US
government officials are held in November?
Na-a-ah!) Diwali, as you may know, is
celebrated in the fall in the northern
hemisphere and in the spring in the southern,
and is a major holiday in India on November
10, the very day you are reading these words if
you picked up your BGN at Grotto meeting.
This year November arrived in Alabama on the
wings of unseasonably warm weather,
although more seasonable temperatures are
expected later in the month, so get those
coats and sweaters out of summer storage and
warm up the GPS in preparation for crisp
autumn cave trips and ridgewalks. And take it
easy at the table Thanksgiving Day –
overindulgence can lead to delays in those
tight crawlways. (This has been a public service
announcement from your favorite columnist.)
See you in cave country!
*** Yes, with the Wildlife Management Area
gates open and the leaves falling from the
trees RIDGEWALKING SEASON is beginning.
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This year's should be a good one, with the
Jacobs Mountain area now part of the WMA
and again open to freelance (i.e. nonpermitted) visits for the first time in 30 years.
Good luck, and don't forget to write those trip
reports for the BGN and those report forms for
the Alabama Cave Survey. Good luck, and be
safe out there.
*** This year's GROTTO HALLOWEEN PARTY
went very well despite inclement weather the
night of Saturday, October 31. Thanks and a
tip of the Grotto helmet to DAVID and EDNA
CAUDLE for hosting the fête, to LEIGH
DUDROW for managing the decorations
(which were great, the pumpkin designs were
particularly good), to JONATHAN GLADDEN
who supplied the music, and to all who helped
clean up the party site and erect and break
down the Grotto tarp. The costumes were also
good this year – have a look at internet
sources (Grotto egroup, Facebook, etc.) for a
sampling. Even with the at times torrential
rain, we managed to have a bonfire! Great
party, y'all! Now it's time to get to work
ideating next year's Halloween costumes.
*** This paragraph is for the paddling wing of
the Grotto. The news is that as of October 17
the COOSA OUTDOOR CENTER is substantially

closed due to the retirement of its owners.
The Center will still be open for equipment
sales, but will no longer do boat rentals or
shuttle service, and we will no longer be able
to take out there. Bummer. However, all is not
lost, a couple of "Plan Bs" are already in the
works: there are efforts under way by the
Coosa River Paddling Club to reopen nearby
Corn Creek Park as an alternate takeout for
the run below the dam, and there is another
outdoor center a little farther down the river,
Coosa River Adventures, where paddlers might
take out. Watch this space for further news of
this matter.
*** Thanks to FENN SPENCER, who assisted
with the Boy Scout trip to TUMBLING ROCK
last Saturday. This was Troop 915 from
Trussville, whose Scoutmaster is our own
TODD TRAMMELL. The trip was a good one
despite the fact that it rained almost all day
Saturday; to my surprise the King's Shower
was running only as a steady dribble rather
than the torrent that usually results from
major rain events, so the Scouts were able to
climb up to Topless Dome. One Scout leader
remained outside to cook, thus dinner was
ready shortly after we emerged from the cave,
a one pot meal of pot roast, potatoes, carrots
and onions, served with cornbread, all cooked
in Dutch ovens. The Scouts know how to live!

