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BGN Calendar Details at meeting and on egroup
Jun 12
Jun 13‐14

6pm Ruffner Mtn Nature Center, Beer on the Back Porch with music by Steel City Jug
Slammers. $25 per adult/$15 per child. Call 205‐833‐8264 x17 for details
NSS HQ Volunteer weekend, email hqvolunteer@caves.org or hqcomm@caves.org

Jun 19‐20

Sinking Cove prep/cleanup. See egroup for details

Jun 20

Grotto trip to Gross Skeleton (tentative). Contact Ray Merrill or check grotto egroup

July 3‐5

Annual Grotto camp out; come to the meeting, see egroup for details

July 13‐17

2015 NSS Convention, Waynesville, MO. More info: nss2015.caves.org

July 14

2nd Tues Grotto Meeting 7pm, Ruffner Mtn Nature Center, 1214 81st St. S. 35206

Aug 20‐24

Rescue Technician Cave Rescue I/II Class, see www.hcru.org/rescueclass for
information and registration.
2015 Old Timers Reunion (OTR) www.otr.org for details

Sep 3‐7
Sep 4‐7

Sewanee Mtn Grotto Cave Fest annual auction and party. Details on SMG FaceBook
page.

Disclaimer
Caving trips are led by volunteers. No Grotto committee reviews any trip leader’s
qualifications. New cavers should inquire about the nature of the trip and the experience
of the leader in advance. Those participating in the trips should be aware of their limits.
On vertical trips all participants are expected to supply their own gear and be
knowledgeable about rigging and safe practices.

On the cover...
Two takes on a drop in Waterworks
Left: Cassie Perry, Right: Randall Donaldson with Jeff Harrod in the
background
(Dave McRae)
The Birmingham Grotto Newsletter is published twelve times a year by the Birmingham
Grotto, Inc., of the National Speleological Society, Inc. Other NSS Internal Organizations
may reprint material provided credit is given to this publication and the author.
Annual dues are $15.00 per individual and $20.00 per family, which is payable on
October 1st. Dues are prorated for anyone joining during the year. The subscription rate
is $15.00 per year. The Birmingham Grotto will exchange publications with other NSS
Grottos. Exchange newsletters should be sent to:
Birmingham Grotto
P.O. Box 59607
Birmingham, AL 35259
Articles, Trip Reports, Graphics, Poetry, and any other speleo‐related material should be
sent to the Editors via the email address given. Submissions via email should be directed
to: editor@ bhamgrotto.org. The deadline for publication is the 27th of the month;
however, the Newsletter is limited to 12 pages per month and material may be held for
future issues.

More About Caves and Caving
National Speleological Society
The Birmingham Grotto recommends that all grotto members consider joining our
parent organization. More info can be found at http://www.caves.org/
Southeastern Cave Conservancy, Inc.
The SCCi is a wonderful organization led by cavers for cavers which purchases and
protects caves with reasonable management. Find out more at http://www.scci.org/
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Ray Merrill, NSS 5 63940
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Treasurer & Member List
Lindsey Bean, NSS 65520
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Birmingham On‐Line!
Find us on Facebook,
CaveChat or
www.bhamgrotto.org

Newsletter Staff
Editors
Dave Howell, NSS13926 FE
& Valerie Howell, NSS 1128
vdshowell@ yahoo.com
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Scott Fee, NSS 19797 LF
scottfee@ bellsouth.net
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Conservation
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Jeff Harrod, NSS 37101
webmaster@ bhamgrotto.org

Prefer Paperless?
Grotto newsletter e‐subscriptions are
now available on request. Just let the
Treasurer and Editors know, confirm
your email, and you can get the next
issue, in color, before the meeting.
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Birmingham Grotto Meeting Minutes
Visitors
Michael Gilbert from Central Alabama Grotto was in attendance and
is looking for people wanting to work part time at Steel City Jump in
Birmingham. Reach out to him for more details.

Minutes
April 14, 2015 Meeting Minutes were accepted.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Lindsey Bean reported the following activities on the
grotto account since the last meeting
Beginning Balance:
$4573.03
Income:
Shirts
$20.00
Total Income:
+$20.00
Expenses:
Printing & postage
$119.82
Supplies for Gating Project
$21.95
Total Expenses:
‐$141.77
Ending Balance:
$4451.26
Unpaid shirts; Terri $16, Fenn $25 (Tim/Greg)

send payment to PayPal account, bhamgrotto@gmail.com. You may
also still mail in check to P.O. Box 59607, Birmingham, AL 35259 or
hand deliver to the treasurer, Lindsey Bean, at the next meeting.
$15 Single/$20 Family. Add $1 if paying by PayPal to cover
convenience fees. Once paid you will receive or continue receiving
the award winning newsletter and access to the Yahoo group for
latest date on caving trips.

Old Business
Jay Clark finished the paperwork for reviving Birmingham Grotto
non‐profit status. He asked that the $700 check be made to SCCi in
his honor. Thanks Jay from all of us for making this happen!
For those unaware Ruffner Mountain now has a paid staff member
on site from 7‐8:30PM so we now have to be finished by 8:30.

New Business

Brian Freeman $49

Jeff Harrod $62.75

Chris Leggett $8.50

Juan Santiago $48.25

Alan Cook asked those in attendance if they were interested in
stickers and majority said they were so he is moving forward on
getting stickers made.
CaveSim – Grotto Donated $100 to CaveSim last year and motion
was made and passed for us to do the same this year.
Karst Information Portal – Discussion was brought up about
information being made available to the general public. NSS Board is
making a final decision on this matter at 2015 NSS Convention.
Please voice your opinion on this matter to the NSS board so that
they can take into consideration when final decision is made.

Clay Challendar $40.50

Kim Tubbs $3.00

Grotto Trips

Cobbs $39.75

Gladdens $45.50

6/20/15 – Gross Skeleton Horizontal Trip. Be prepared to get wet as
there will be a couple of swims on this trip.

Eric Howell $11

Teresa Barnett $15.00

Trip Reports

Frank Case $31.50

Tim Harris $52.00

Earth Day Cleanup at Bryant Mountain followed by trip to Wards
Cave: David Caudle, Alan Cook, Cassie Perry, Aaron and Christian
Atz, Chris Garrison, Lindsey Bean, Tylon Gibbs, Ben and Bryce
Wanagat, Frank Ray and Family, Dave McRae, Gregory Brecht, Andy
Zerbe, and Bradley Jones.
Judy Ranelli, Alan Cook, Cassie and Luke Perry, Bruce White,
Fennigan Spencer visited Tumbling Rock with a local scout troop
from Briarwood.
Cassie Perry visited Waterworks with Alan Cook, Dave McRae, Jeff
Harrod, Randall Donaldson, and Shiori Ito.
Andy Zerbe and Gary Barnes visited Zarathustra.
Want more detailed trip reports? I think we all do so write a trip
report!

Barry Skelton $35

Gregory Brecht $75

Announcements
05/30/15 – SCCi Annual Meeting at Tumbling Rock. Meeting @ 4PM
and onsite camping will be available Friday and Saturday for
members.
6/20/15 – Sinking Cove Cleanup Weekend following grotto trip to
Gross Skeleton.
6/27/15 – Sinking Cove Cleanup Make Up Weekend
07/11/15 ‐ Huntsville Rescue Squad Cave Rescue @ Desoto State
Park. $10. Bring own helmet, harness, etc for the zipline experience.
Dave Caudle gave a personal thanks for all who came out and
participated in the Bryant Mountain Cleanup. He is also missing a
couple of wire brushes so if you have one, please return.
Judy Ranelli also gave a personal thanks for those who helped out
with the Scout Trip to Tumbling Rock.
We have some T‐Shirts left that we need to sell. (1) Small Long
Sleeve, (1) Medium Long Sleeve, and (1) Medium Short Sleeve. If
interested please reach out to Lindsey Bean and or bring some $ to
the next grotto meeting.
You may choose if you wish to begin receiving electronic copy of the
monthly newsletter via email pdf instead of a paper copy via snail
mail or at the meeting. By opting for this you should get your copy
before those at the meeting and will also save the grotto some
money on printing and postage. If interested please let Valerie
Howell or Lindsey Bean know.
Wanting to join or renew your grotto membership? If so you can
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Program
Teaser was shown for 2016 NSS Convention in Nevada. Loads of
literature still available for those who might be interested. See Ray
Merrill. ED NOTE: There’s still time to register and attend the 2015
NSS Convention in Waynesville, MO!
Respectfully submitted,
Bradley Jones

(Bradley Jones)

Unpaid 2015 Auction Debts
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Bryant Mountain Clean up and Wards Cave
Photos by Alan Cook

35

June 2015: Volume 45, Number 6

Birmingham Grotto Newsletter

May Miscellany
Photos by Tim Harris, Bradley Jones, Alan Cook, Jeff Harrod, David McRae
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Duo Dig and Hopeful Slot
By Bradley Jones, NSS 63915
Still catching up on reports from last year but thought I would
submit this one in the event that someone was possibly interested in
checking out a possible lead.

35

he put more effort into it than I did as I wore down much quicker
and just didn't have the energy. I need to note I did pull out a couple
of fairly large rocks so I wasn't completely useless. Ty kept on and
finally got the rock to fracture just where we wanted. He then pulled
the rock out and as such I was knighted first to head into the
unknown. As forseen, the way in sloped down 20'+ to a crawl. Had
really hoped there would also be a left passage heading towards the
pit and karst features we had found but no such luck. Into the crawl
was a slippery and muddy and being I didn't know if there was a pit
inside I laid on my back and carefully looked in best I could. Was a
bit awkward but I could not see any drop. I did this because if I went
face first I might have gotten stuck if I couldn't turn around as
backing up that slippery slope would have been next to impossible.
Even going at it the right direction was still a bit slippery. This didn't
turn out like we hoped & I kept wanting to get in that small chamber
to look left just to see if it went. Both disappointed after all that
work to find that it didn't quality but one would never know if they
didn't attempt to push. Hopeful Slot still goes to the unknown if
some skinny vertical savvy person wants to give it a go. Also this is
another area that is also likely to be destroyed by the Northern
Beltline so if you’re interested make plans to visit soon.

04/02/14
I took the day off due to having to work some during my vacation
the week prior. The plan for the day was for Ty Conway and myself
to locate the long lost caves known as Holmes and Martin. We
parked at the old road bed and followed it in the direction the caves
were believed to be located. On the way we saw a dug well with a
garter snake happily swimming. Being we did not want to disturb
the snake we pressed on. I had already checked the Geological
Survey quads and confirmed that these could possibly be located
here as the area was known to be Sequatchie Formation and
Chickamauga Limestone which was the same makeup as recent
discoveries. However after visiting we didn't see any karst where we
thought we would. We continued walking and eventually found a
potential area. Both of us were then like kids in a candy store and
were off trying to see who could find something worthy as he went
down one way and I went another. Not sure who saw it first but
either way we both honed on what we were looking for.
Unfortunately it would require some effort to get in. From what we
could see it appeared to be 20' slope down with a possible crawl at
bottom and what looked like possible passage heading into the
mountain. We worked on it for an hour or so but decided to come
back when we had something better to work with than our bare
hands and or caveman tools, aka sticks and stones that were laying
around free for the taking. I dubbed this find Duo Dig for the time
being.

Excerpted from “Common Bacterium Helps Bats With White‐
Nose Syndrome” by Lori Cuthbert, May 15, 2015,
Discovery.com

04/09/14
Ty and I wanted to get back out and finish this up ASAP and this was
about as soon as it could happen. Hard to believe how much spring
has kicked into high gear since barely 2 weeks ago as poison ivy was
in full force today. Found a tick on me from last week and on the
way to this cave stepped so close to a rat snake that Ty thought I
stepped on it. We attempted to explore below where
Holmes/Martin were believed to be since we kind of blew over that
area last time. Finally found an area that appeared to have potential
but nothing really worthwhile. We then ended up slightly above
where we had found Duo Dig on last visit and I then found another
pit, which I later submitted as Hopeful Slot. This one required using a
30' handline just to get down as far as I could go. Unfortunately not
long enough so I then spliced my additional 30' handline to it. This
got me to a chimney going deeper into the cave which appeared to
drop another 10' into the unknown. We tossed some rocks down
just to hear if it had any more depth. First rock went bloop which
indicated that it hit some deep water somewhere which made me a
bit less interested letting gravity pull me down into it. A couple of
more rocks down and they sounded as if they rolled off another 20
feet or so out of sight. As interesting as it sounded I didn't really care
to squeeze down to check it so we headed back to the other cave to
try our luck again at digging it out. This time we brought with us
hammer, mallet, crowbar, shovel, etc. to attempt to have better
success. Even with better tools it still was a bit more effort than
hoped. We spent what turned into a couple of hours taking turns
trying to get the rock out or fractured so that we could head down.
Ty smashed his already wounded hand once and I thought that was
it but I think he wanted in more than I did so he kept at it. Actually

A common bacterium we find in everyday things, like food
flavorings, is giving scientists hope that bat populations can
be saved from deadly White‐nose Syndrome.
The new treatment was developed in Missouri by Forest
Service scientists Sybill Amelon and Dan Lindner, and Chris
Cornelison of Georgia State University.
The bacterium, Rhodococcus rhodochrous, dwells in pretty
much all soils found in North America and is safe for plants
and animals. In fact, it’s been used in more than one
industrial application, including flavorings for our food, for
over half a century, according to the U.S. Forest Service.
This time, the researchers grew the bacterium on cobalt,
which produced so‐called volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
that stop the fungus, Psuedogymnoascus destructans, from
growing.
“The amazing part about this is that these compounds
diffuse through the air and act at very low concentrations, so
the bats are treated by exposing them to air containing the
VOCs (the compounds do not need to be ‘directly’ applied to
the bats),” according to a USFS press release.
"Many of the bats in those trials experienced increased
health and survival," it said.
However, more than one chemical is created from the
reaction, so the scientists’ next step is to isolate which
chemical is the one that stops the fungus from growing.
In the meantime, the lucky 150 bats that survived the
experiments during the Missouri research will be released on
Tuesday, May 19.

A Step Toward A WNS Cure?

June 2015: Volume 45, Number 6

Birmingham Grotto Newsletter

Dave’s Destinations

By Dave Howell NSS 13926 FE
For some time I have been toying with the idea of introducing a new feature to the BGN, a travelogue of sorts covering places that are not well
known, out of the way, unusual, even weird. Not all will be underground attractions, but all will, I think, be of interest to cavers. This will not be
a regular monthly feature in the Newsletter, but rather a “now and then” kind of thing. The following article kicks off this project:

Paris Underground
The catacomb smell of old, dusty death.
It is all around us: skulls, thousands of them, their empty stares upon us, row after row of skulls leavened by layers of bones – femurs,
fibulas, tibias, radii, ulnas, millions of smaller ones filling in the gaps. At intervals a side passage presents; the flashlight’s beam illuminates at
least 75 feet before the skulls and bones, jumbled together here in hellish disorder, rise to meet the ceiling. How much farther beyond that
point does it go?
At least it’s cool here, a defense against the 100‐degree streets of Paris in an exceptionally hot August.
At intervals granite monuments, gravestone smooth, display phrases in Latin Audite verbuin Domini, Intremittain in vos siritum, et visetis.
Shay an I pause to puzzle their meanings, these interludes pushing away for a few moments the profound creepiness of this place. For both of
us, Latin was never a serious study; some of the inscriptions are generally decipherable, others elude us. Might there have been a reader of
Latin somewhere among these throngs of the dead that surround us? Not likely, these were nearly all common folk of some 300‐400 years
ago, laborers and house servants, tradesmen, beggars, whores, thieves. Those who ended their earthly days in the merciful swipe of the
guillotine. Many, perhaps, most, were likely illiterate in any language. But all these countless thousands? Might not a handful of them have
been learned men and women? Cultured people schooled in history, mathematics, alchemy and science? In Latin? Among those seemingly
endless remains, who is to know? Who was it who called death “the great equalizer?” Touring the Catacombs of Paris drives home that
meaning.
The ossuary is only a limited part of the Catacombs’ subterranean passages beneath the city, however. Although pushing beyond the
tourist trails is a violation that will earn one a 60 euro fine, this miles‐long system of manmade tunnels contains a staggering variety of sights
for the low profile visitor: graceful stone arches marching away from the light, water passages and crawls to rival those of any natural cave,
chambers decorated with weird and sinister graffiti places there by what hands? Stone stairs extending downward into the darkness
tantalizingly and frighteningly. It is said that somewhere in this maze of trackless passages there is a gate, the back door to Hell. Surveying this
eldritch venue, even longtime religious skeptics such as ourselves can believe that such a possibility might actually exist.
If you are looking for a subterranean diversion, or if, like us, you simply seek respite from the heat of a Paris summer, keep the
Catacombs in mind. They are recommended for any tour of the shadows.

Southern Mountain Scenes
By Tom Chamblee

Up the Tennessee Valley we go, beneath the towering shadows of
Lookout Mountain. By beautiful hilly pastureland, grazing prime cattle –
black and red angus with white face mixtures. North of Knoxville through
New Tazewell, to the base of Cumberland Gap, the pinnacle towering 1,400
feet above. Halfway up the precipitous edifice is a 240 foot high limestone
wall, fashioned like a glacial cirque. Once on top, on the pinnacle, the view is
stupendous. Looking straight down to the tiny village of Cumberland Gap,
cars look like dots glimmering in the sun.
Looking north to Middlesboro, Kentucky, the "3 bench" strip mines
(WikiCommons)
have all grown over, covered in open hardwood forests. The high walls look
like natural cliffs. Nature reclaims her own! Plenty of ginseng for responsible pickers who replant! In Paint Rock Valley, farmers planted
"seng" in flat‐bottomed sinks, dark, moist and humus‐rich. The largest was planted by Bud Crowson, 4 acres in extent.
Continuing on up the Kentucky coal heritage trail through Harlan, Hyden and Lynch, I can think of famous bluegrass singers and
musicians such as Bob and Sonny Osborn, Ricky Skaggs, country singers like Patty Loveless, Loretta Lynn and Kitty Wells, all from Kentucky.
Making the long ascent up Big Black Mountain to the top at elevation 4,139, is a long winding pull. This section of Cumberland
Mountain stands approximately 2,000 to 2,600 feet above the valley floor in Wise County, Virginia. The view is stupendous, rolling prime
pasture surrounded by towering green escarpments. We stopped in Big Stone Gap and I had the privilege of conversing with teenagers.
What good manners! Several of them live on farms and cattle ranches, raised by the best parents imaginable – the Southern Appalachian
farmers and ranchers!
We stopped at Natural Tunnel State Park, but didn't stay due to higher campsite prices. The natural tunnel is impressive! It is a huge
cave that Southern Railway has run its rails through for, mostly, coal trains. The cave is a huge passage, 1,500 feet long by 200 to 300 feet
wide by 60 to 160 feet high! It is really worth seeing!
Note – Also, Ralph Stanley is from Coeburn, Virginia, 22 miles north of Big Stone Gap. To most, the finest of real mountain music
singers and 5‐string banjo players.
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News & Notes
Dave Howell
*** June is viewed by most modernday
Americans as the first of the 3 summer
months, a time for vacations and outdoor
fun. But traditionally June has been much
more than that, the month of the Summer
Solstice. The Solstice marks the one day of
the year when the sun has reached the
point above the Earth's surface at which it is
farthest north of the equator, the exact
midpoint of the solar year, when daylight
shines longer than on any other day.
Summer Solstice has been celebrated for
thousands of years; Stonehenge, estimated
to be approximately 6,000 years old, and
the standing stones of the Celts and other
ancient peoples are monuments to this, the
first light of the Solstice rising directly above
the circles' heelstones. It is interesting to
note that this year Fathers' Day and the
Summer Solstice both fall on June 21.
Considering that pagan traditions honor
Summer Solstice as the peak of the Sun
God's power and, accordingly, the peak of
masculine energy, this coincidence of old
and new seems most appropriate, yes?
Ancient celebrations of the Solstice often
included the building of huge bonfires,
through which the young men of the village
or tribe would jump. Does this practice
remind you of anything?
*** Congratulations to JERRY SAULSBERRY's
daughter ASHLEY, who just graduated from

Birmingham Grotto Newsletter
P.O. Box 59607
Birmingham, AL 35259
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Vanderbilt University! (Gawd, I remember
when she was born. Time marches on, yes?)
*** Have you checked out the June NSS
News, which is the AMERICAN CAVING
ACCIDENTS 2013‐2014 issue? There are
(unfortunately) a lot of accident reports
from TAG caves, but happily none involving
a fatality. I feel dutybound to point out that
this is undoubtedly due to the large number
of cavers and cave trips in the 3‐state area,
and is not a commentary on the abilities of
TAG cavers – right? Seriously, do check out
this issue, it makes for fascinating, thought‐
provoking, scary, and sometimes humorous
reading – one might even say "thrills, chills,
and spills."
*** Looking ahead, the Grotto's annual
SINKING COVE CAMPOUT is coming up next
month, July 1‐5 to be exact. For those who
have not yet been to this function, it is a
weekend‐long campout near SINKING COVE
CAVE, in essence a cave trip, horizontal or
vertical, with a party attached, and is one of
the Grotto's premier annual events. In
preparation, a cleanup of the campground
(which is administered by the SCCi) is
scheduled for June 19‐21 (the Solstice!),
with an alternate date of June 26‐28 should
the weather be adverse. (For anyone not
familiar with Sinking Cove, the campground
is beside the creek that flows from the cave,

and in periods of extended or particularly
heavy rain, rising creek levels can effectively
trap vehicles in the campground until excess
stormwater runs off, which can take days.)
Cleanup generally consists of mowing and
clearing of overgrowth and brush,
renovation of the fire ring, etc. Plan on
attending; Sinking Cove is an excellent area
with a number of great caves within easy
striking distance. I will see you there!
*** Looking a bit farther ahead, the 2015
NSS CONVENTION is coming up July 13‐17 in
Waynesville, Missouri. If you haven't already
registered, consider coming, there are some
great caving opportunities in the Ozarks of
Missouri and Arkansas. Even though
fireworks and carbide bombs are banned, it
should be a blast.
*** Moe Rausch’s sister STEPHANIE
SPENCER shared this cave‐related humor on
the Grotto FB page:

What did the Limestone say to the
Geologist? Don't take me for granite!
*** And a summery/summary note from
TOM LAMB, former Grotto member, a bit of
doggerel which can be read or put to music,
I'm sure you know the tune:
When you swim in the sea
And an eel bites your knee,
It's a moray.

