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BGN Calendar Details at meeting and on egroup
Aug TBD

Grotto Splash – details at July meeting and on grotto egroup.

Aug 11

2nd Tues Grotto Meeting 7pm, Ruffner Mtn Nature Center, 1214 81st St. S. 35206.

Aug 20‐24

Rescue Technician Cave Rescue I/II Class, see www.hcru.org/rescueclass for
information and registration.
2015 Old Timers Reunion (OTR), see www.otr.org for details.

Sep 3‐7
Sep 4‐7
Oct 8‐11

Sewanee Mtn Grotto Cave Fest annual auction and party. Details on SMG FaceBook
page.
38th TAG Fall Cave In Pre‐registration Aug 1‐Sep 1, details at http://tagfallcavein.org/.

July 17‐23, 75th NSS Convention, Ely, NV, see http://nss2016.caves.org for more info
2016

Disclaimer
Caving trips are led by volunteers. No Grotto committee reviews any trip leader’s
qualifications. New cavers should inquire about the nature of the trip and the experience
of the leader in advance. Those participating in the trips should be aware of their limits.
On vertical trips all participants are expected to supply their own gear and be
knowledgeable about rigging and safe practices.

On the cover...
Juan Santiago in Johnson Cave
(Tim Harris )
See trip report on page 42

The Birmingham Grotto Newsletter is published twelve times a year by the Birmingham
Grotto, Inc., of the National Speleological Society, Inc. Other NSS Internal Organizations
may reprint material provided credit is given to this publication and the author.
Annual dues are $15.00 per individual and $20.00 per family, which is payable on
October 1st. Dues are prorated for anyone joining during the year. The subscription rate
is $15.00 per year. The Birmingham Grotto will exchange publications with other NSS
Grottos. Exchange newsletters should be sent to:
Birmingham Grotto
P.O. Box 59607
Birmingham, AL 35259
Articles, Trip Reports, Graphics, Poetry, and any other speleo‐related material should be
sent to the Editors via the email address given. Submissions via email should be directed
to: editor@ bhamgrotto.org. The deadline for publication is the 27th of the month;
however, the Newsletter is limited to 12 pages per month and material may be held for
future issues.

More About Caves and Caving
National Speleological Society
The Birmingham Grotto recommends that all grotto members consider joining our
parent organization. More info can be found at http://www.caves.org/
Southeastern Cave Conservancy, Inc.
The SCCi is a wonderful organization led by cavers for cavers which purchases and
protects caves with reasonable management. Find out more at http://www.scci.org/
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Birmingham
Grotto Officers
President
Alan Cook, NSS 34617
Vice‐President
Ray Merrill, NSS 5 63940
(205) 478‐7701
Secretary
Bradley Jones, NSS 63915
nss63915@ gmail.com
Treasurer & Member List
Lindsey Bean, NSS 65520
lindseyb1024@ yahoo.com
205‐913‐1650
Immediate Past President
(Executive Committee Member)
Fennigan Spencer, NSS 61677

Birmingham On‐Line!
Find us on Facebook,
CaveChat or
www.bhamgrotto.org

Newsletter Staff
Editors
Dave Howell, NSS13926 FE
& Valerie Howell, NSS 18128
vdshowell@ yahoo.com
(205) 591‐5127
Proofreaders
Scott Fee, NSS 19797 LF
scottfee@ bellsouth.net
Jimmy Sims, NSS 30238
donnaatch@ charter.net
Archivist
David Caudle, NSS 13995 FE
olecaveman@ gmail.com
Conservation
David McRae, NSS 51358
dirtydavesmcrae@ gmail.com
Webmaster
Jeff Harrod, NSS 37101
webmaster@ bhamgrotto.org

Prefer Paperless?
Grotto newsletter e‐subscriptions are
now available on request. Just let the
Treasurer and Editors know, confirm
your email, and you can get the next
issue, in color, before the meeting.
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Birmingham Grotto Meeting Minutes
June 9, 2015
Visitors

discuss further please reach out to Bradley Jones or Aaron Atz.

Deb Wakefield, Kat Rigby, Kim Hall, and Lindsay Fiskers.

New Business

Minutes

Fennigan Spencer has volunteered to cook chicken on 7/4/15 at
Sinking Cove. Everyone planning to partake is asked to bring sides,
desserts, and or drinks. Signup sheet has started on the egroup.
NSS Biology Division has donated a copy of Cave Life of TAG to be
viewed and if interest grotto members can get a copy at a
discounted rate of $12. Bradley Jones collected names of Steve
Spencer, Jennifer Potts, Fennigan Spencer(paid), David Caudle, Lynn
Buffkin, Gregory Brecht(2), Judy Ranelli, Valerie Howell, and Chris
Garrison. Books should be available at the next meeting. Donated
copy will go to the grotto library.
August grotto trip will be splash trip so make note. Details and dates
are still be ironed out but Talladega Creekside Resort is one option
currently being looked into.

May 12, 2015 Meeting Minutes were accepted.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Lindsey Bean reported the following activities on the
grotto account since the last meeting
Beginning Balance:
$4451.26
Income:
Dues
$30.00
2015 Grotto Auction
$96.00
Shirts
$80.00
Total Income:
+$206.00
Expenses:
Printing & postage
$86.97
SCCi –Jay Clark
$700.00
Cave Sim – Dave Jackson
$100.00
Total Expenses:
‐$867.97
Ending Balance:
$3770.29
Unpaid 2015 Auction Debts

Grotto Trips
6/20/15 – Gross Skeleton Horizontal Trip. Be prepared to get wet as
there will be a couple of swims on this trip.

Trip Reports
Magz Sims visited Custard Hollow Cave with Richard, Mark Medlen,
and Desarae Chauvin.

Barry Skelton $35

Jeff Harrod $62.75

Brian Freeman $49

Juan Santiago $48.25

Gregory Brecht visited Horse Cave with Annie Blankenship who
believes the pictographs to be of Cherokee origin.

Chris Leggett $8.50

Kim Tubbs $3.00

Ray Merrill visited Gourdneck with Raine Barnes and Juan Santiago.

Clay Challendar $40.50

Gladdens $45.50

Cobbs $39.75

Teresa Barnett $15.00

Eric Howell $11

Tim Harris $52.00

Frank Case $31.50

Announcements
6/20/15 – Sinking Cove Cleanup Weekend following grotto trip to
Gross Skeleton.
6/27/15 – Sinking Cove Cleanup Make Up Weekend
6/30/15 – Newsletter Submission Deadline
07/11/15 ‐ Huntsville Rescue Squad Cave Rescue @ Desoto State
Park. $10. Bring own helmet, harness, etc for the zipline experience.
We have some T‐Shirts left that we need to sell. (1) Small Long
Sleeve, (1) Medium Long Sleeve, and (1) Medium Short Sleeve. If
interested please reach out to Lindsey Bean and/or bring some $ to
the next grotto meeting.
Wanting to join or renew your grotto membership? If so you can
send payment to PayPal account, bhamgrotto@gmail.com. You may
also still mail in a check to P.O. Box 59607, Birmingham, AL 35259 or
hand deliver to the treasurer, Lindsey Bean, at the next meeting.
$15 Single/$20 Family. Add $1 if paying by PayPal to cover
convenience fees. Once paid you will receive or continue receiving
the award winning newsletter and access to the Yahoo group for
latest date on caving trips.

Jennifer Potts explored a cave not on the survey with Aaron Potts
and Bradley Jones. A followup visit with Aaron Potts, Ray Merrill and
Juan Santiago who together pushed and taped over 1000’ of
passage.
Brandon Crawford Smith led a trip to Firelighters and Cedar Grove
River. Attending were Ryan Carlson, Brooke Boyd, Christian and
Aaron Atz, Ben Deason, Kackie Nivens, Mark and Andrew Leo, Roe
Hyche, Vincent Lee, Bradley and Danielle Jones.
Bradley Jones visited Wicks Hollow, Blowing Hole, Wet Willie, and
Castor with Brandon Crawford Smith.
Want more detailed trip reports? I think we all do so write a trip
report!

Program
John Outland from Birmingham Amateur Radio came out to speak
on a known communication medium hardly used by our grotto
members that would provide great benefit when in areas with little
or no cell phone coverage.
Respectfully submitted,
Bradley Jones

Old Business
Karst Information Portal – If you haven’t already please write the
NSS board regarding KIP’s ability to continue being able to publicly
post NSS News, Grotto Newsletters, Speleodigests, etc. There is
really no reason for this being NSS already provides this info and
password protected as do many grottos. KIP focus should remain
scientific as original intent and let others manage their info
accordingly. Please voice your opinion on this and if you need to
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(Bradley Jones)
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Marsh Mountain
By Bradley Jones NSS 63915
02/17/14 ‐ AL3580 Coda, AL3583 Marsh Mountain, Unknown
My employer observes Presidents day as a holiday so I decided to
use this time to get out and see some new sites. Ty Conway was
planning on joining me but I found out the morning of that he would
not be able to due to a welding injury the day prior. Being I had
already planned on going I headed out for a solo trip as there was a
possibility I might not locate any caves. First stop was to be Marsh
Mountain Cave. I parked on the main road and bushwhacked in
towards the reported location. Sometimes I luck out and this time
the reported location brought me to within 30' of an entrance. I
messaged Ty and let him know I found it, put on my pads, and
headed in.

and to date no connection has been made. I then explored
all the upper passage of Marsh Mountain Cave and then
made my way to the 25' pit so that I might access the lower
level. I no doubt should have turned around at this point but
it looked climbable without rope so down I went. I later read
an old BGN about some previous explorers rigging a handline
to safely get down this. O well I descended safely and once at
the bottom I heard what I thought was snoring. I checked all
the possible hiding spots and found nothing so I figured it
must be my imagination. I continued down the next slope
only to find the largest raccoon I had ever seen. I must have
awakened the raccoon at this point and it then headed
further into the depth of the cave. I decided at this point to
head back out. Once out I was going to look for Shadow
Cavern and Red Mountain Cave but decided instead to
search for Coda Cave. I followed a dirt road most of the time
and found the cave pretty easy to locate. The area was most
interesting area as there was numerous discard rock piles
scattered about. Coda cave had the remnants of a gate that
was used at one time to keep people out. This was once a
quarry site and more details about this can be found in Scott
Fee's article in 2000 Speleo Digest. I explored this cave all the
way to the 1' crawl leading to the terminus room but left for
a return trip when I had someone to join me. I observed a
few bats in Coda and then decided to call it a day. On my ride
in I had noticed something on route and was anxious to
check it out. Karst was visible from the road but the path to
it was covered in kudzu and briars. I decided to sneak a quick
peak and went home with scrapes galore as unfortunately no
qualifiers here.

03/30/14 ‐ AL4525 Marsh Mountain Sister Cave, AL3583
Marsh Mountain, AL3580 Coda

1Coda Entrance (Bradley Jones)

Upper passage seemed short, 30' approximately, then there was a
crack into the lower floor with a sloping crawl into a chamber. The
map showed much more cave than this so I headed down. Once in
the squeeze I was able to get my head into the chamber only to find
thousands of crickets lining the walls. My camera had me pinned so
backing out was not an option. Crickets within a foot of my face and
one arm in front so I swiped the crickets to the bottom of the
chamber best I could where they happily hopped out of sight. Once
down I found a tight crack to lower stream passage. Already having
pushed my luck I didn't attempt to squeeze through this so I headed
back out. I was a bit bummed that I didn't get to see what I had
planned for so I continued on to look for another cave.
Unexpectedly I came across another entrance approximately 500'
away and decided to check it out while I was here. Once inside it
appeared to be the one that I had the map for. The previous cave
mentioned has now been submitted as Marsh Mountain Sister Cave
37

I was finally able to get Ty and Megan to join me for an early
morning trip. Our first stop was Marsh Mountain Sister cave.
I let Ty go first so he could relive my moment first hand when
I crawled down into the chamber full of crickets. There were
still a good many there but I don't think as many as when I
last visited. He looked at the squeeze I had previously noted
that lead to lower stream passage and didn't think he could
fit so Megan headed into the chamber next. She thought she
could fit and was able to push through. Once in she found a
crawl but didn't want to do that in the event she got stuck.
Being Ty already tried and said he couldn't fit I was knighted
to follow. After playing with it a moment I found out it
wasn't as bad as it looked so I dropped in and I followed
Megan in the crawl. We had to move some rock in the floor
to make the crawl easier but after so we pushed as far as we
felt comfortable. I was already stoked that we now proved it
was a qualifier which we had easily done once we dropped
into the squeeze. After a bend we found another small room.
I knew I could get in it but Megan is more than fond of tight
places than I am so she went in first and found another crawl
passage that went for another 12' or so but wasn't sure if it
would keep going or terminate. I would have had to be in
the small room to pull her out if that did happen so we
MARSH MTN, continued on page 42
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Grotto Trip to Gross Skeleton Cave
Photos by Jeff Harrod, Tim Harris, Bradley Jones

(Jeff Harrod)

Heading In (Jeff Harrod)

Integration Formation (Tim Harris)

Helmet head (Jeff Harrod)
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<<< Eye of the dragon? Owl maybe? Jeff Harrod)

(Tim Harris)

(Jeff Harrod)
39

July 2015: Volume 45, Number 7

Birmingham Grotto Newsletter

Johnson Cave
By Tim Harris NSS 66202
This cave is located in between Cookeville and Sparta, Tennessee on
Jerry (Saulsberry)’s property. The group consisted of Jerry
Saulsberry, Juan Santiago, Ray Merrill and Tim Harris.
The cave had a slight climb down entrance through a crack but a
large opening above it. You immediately entered a pretty big room
with options to go several ways. The goal we had for this trip was to
reach the back/end. So we ventured off to the left and came to an
area with a manmade ladder that dated back to the civil war era. We
got into walking passage and then came to an area that looked like
wooden pixie sticks that you climbed on while circling downward to
get to a lower level. It’s my understanding that these timbers have
been there since the civil war era also.
This cave was a very fun cave which had a little of everything. We
squeezed and climbed and came to the first drop which was 35‐45
feet. After caving for a while longer, we came to this 1.5‐2 foot crawl
that took us to the second drop rigging while barely sitting up. This
too was anothe35‐45 feet drop.

After reaching the bottom we saw a waterfall coming out of this
huge wall. I wanted to explore the hole but it was impossible to
reach it. The waterfall was beautiful. We headed back to the area
that we had rappelled and climbed up the other side, proceeding to
the route to reach the end of the cave.
To our surprise, to keep heading in the direction needed to reach
the end, we had to crawl around a 65‐70 foot drop which was very
wet and had a lot of exposure. This section is the front page cover
photo.
After surviving that crawl, we entered into another crawl and got
back into mostly walking passage and one last crawl to pop up in this
very small room with water coming from an upper passage. After
exploring that section we realized we had reached the end.
I was very impressed with this cave and what all it had to offer. I
would like to go back and explore the right side passage and the
dome crawl. If you ever get a chance, you definitely want to visit this
cave.

MARSH MTN, continued from page 41

decided to end it there. Remaining passage was left for a future trip. We then headed to Marsh Mountain Cave. Got down to the last drop of
19' but could not find a safe way down so we turned around. I also didn't have my map with me at that moment and wished I did as there
was a virgin lead at the bottom I would have loved to have seen if we could have safely got down. We found the shovel that Bobby Dodson
had left for the sump at the bottom that is required to dig out the virgin lead heading back towards the surface. Is it possible this connects to
Marsh Mountain Sister Cave? After this I took them to Coda which I believe Ty was looking most forward to. He found the old railroad bed,
scrap piles, etc.
The pic of Megan is coming back out of the virgin passage we dug out in Marsh Mountain Sister Cave. The pic of the crickets is from Marsh
Mountain Cave on the 2nd trip. You can see there are more crickets that one can count and I promise there was even more than that when I
was face to face with them in Marsh Mountain Sister Cave.

Clockwise from
left: Sister Cave
entrance, Megan
exiting dug virgin
passage, crickets
(Bradley Jones)
Cave cricket
(WikiCommons)
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News & Notes
Dave Howell

*** July – high summer, when the livin' is
sleazy. That doesn't sound right – queasy?
No. Greasy? Not that, either. Oh yes:
summertime, when the livin' is breezy. But
isn't June the end of the spring tornado
season? I don't understand. (Apologies to
Ira Gershwin.)
*** Although these words are being written
in late June, we want to thank in advance
Grotto Secretary BRADLEY JONES for his
help in getting this Newsletter printed and
distributed. Between the Sinking Cove
Campout and this year's NSS Convention in
Waynesville, Missouri, Valerie and I have
been unable to devote the usual time to the
BGN. If you are reading these words,
whether at Grotto meeting or at home just
having checked the mailbox, join me in
saying thanks, Bradley! (Hey Brad, ya wanna
be Newsletter Editor? Have we got a deal
for you!)
*** July has already brought us the 22nd
annual SINKING COVE CAMPOUT, attended
by approximately 42 folks. In spite of the
on‐again‐off‐again‐sometimes‐heavy rain,
some caving did get done, as well as a kayak
trip on Crow Creek. Thanks to FENN

Birmingham Grotto Newsletter
P.O. Box 59607
Birmingham, AL 35259
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SPENCER for doing fried chicken for the
Saturday night feast, it was delicious, and to
all who contributed pot luck items. Thanks
and a tip of the Grotto helmet to ALLAN
BULLEN for using his supertruck to pull five
(count them) five lesser vehicles through
the swollen creek Sunday morning. It was an
eventful Campout!
*** If you haven't yet read the July NSS
News, a look at the collage of NSS members
who are veterans or current members of
the US Armed Forces on page 15 will reveal
a couple of familiar faces. Check out SCOTT
FEE's Navy uniform of 1979 (USS Chicago,
CGN‐11), and SCOTT PARVIN's desert duds
of 2003 (Iraq). Good (and atypical) shots of
both of y'all!
*** And before you put down the July issue,
also check out the paragraph about EARTH
DAY 2015 on BRYANT MOUNTAIN in the
Underground Online column on page 26. A
number of our own folks are named. Always
good to read writeups about our own
members, as long as they aren't related to
FBI wanted lists or some such.
*** The bad news: SCOTTSBORO

MOUNTAIN is now closed to camping or
access. The good news: this is not due to
any problems with the caving community. It
seems that the several locks securing the
gate, one of which belonged to the caving
community, were recently cut off, leaving
the gate open to all comers. This news
reached the landowning Shepherd family,
who responded by declaring the property
off limits to all nonfamily members. As
stated above, this was not due to any
activities of cavers; the Shepherds
commend us as good stewards of the land
through the 25+ years we have been
camping there. This closure is unfortunate,
but, as in all of our caving‐related activities,
we must respect the landowners' wishes
and hope that this situation might improve
as time goes on. Thanks and a tip of the
Grotto helmet to the Shepherds for their
hospitality through the years.
*** Did you hear about the new GOOGLE
facility that is coming to Jackson County? It
promises to bring new jobs to the area, and
personnel. Might be a good time to pursue
land acquisition in the area, all you bigtime
real estate speculators

